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Why the Study of Sport Matters



Sport as Communication



Colin Kaepernick and Eric Reid NFL



Using Your Position to Share Your Voice

Frank Sinatra and Ava Gardner,
1955 Rally for Adlai Stevenson (D)

Charlton Heston and wife, Lydia Clarke,
1972 Republican National Convention

Ronald Reagan, Actor
Governor, President

Willie Nelson at 1986 Farm Aid Concert

Harry Belafonte, 
Martin Luther King,
And Sammy Davis, Jr., 
Selma Benefit, 1965

Angelina Jolie, special envoy, 
UNHRC—UN Refugee Agency



Risk of Speaking Out

What do you believe in so 
much that you would risk 
your career, your income, 
or even just access to 
something that you enjoy 
or perhaps love?

Hollywood 10 prior to being booked in 1947



First Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.”







The Black 14 of Wyoming



Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf



Flags, Anthems, and Sport



Toni Smith in 2003



LeBron James and Friends in the NBA



NFL Protests



WNBA players



Colin Kaepernick



Megan Rapinoe (USA Soccer)



Brandon Marshall



Garfield High School (Seattle, WA)



Indiana Fever 



Broncos in 2017 Season



Public College Sport Athletes



Gyree Duarte





Students and First Amendment

Tinker v. Des Moines Ind. Com. 
S.D. (1969):  Balancing rights of 
student/staff with obligation of 
school to keep order  
• No viewpoint discrimination
• No well-founded expectation of 

disruption  



Athletes in School Limitations

• Participation in sport a privilege not a right
• Athletes subject themselves to different rules and expectations as 

athletes
• Can be interpreted as fewer Constitutional protections



Youth Athletes



2018





Thank you!
Questions?


