
“It’s	the	Humanities,	
Stupid.”	Making	sense	
of	the	world	in	
uncertain	times.
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Florence,	Italy



Early	
Humanism



Enthroned	Madonna	and	Child	(13th	Century)	by	Byzantine	Unknown	Master Raphael: The	Small	
Cowper	Madonna,	Raphael: The	Small	Cowper	Madonna



R:	The	Ideal	City,	ca.	1480

L:	Massaccio,	The	Tribute	Money,	1425,	Brancacci	Chapel	Florence.



Europeans	develop	a	new	way	of	knowing	the	world	
through	empirical	observation





The	Conundrum



Why	do	the	Humanities	
seem	troubled?



Humanities	
can	seem	
estoeric.

Roman	bath	hypocaust



Humanities	an	Liberal	Arts	have	been	charged	as	ELITIST.



Science	is	so	much	more	useful—and	clear.



Crushing	Student	
Debt



Critics	of	the	Humanities	
say:	Humanities	students	
do	not	leave	college	with	
“job”	skills.	

BUT



Although	Sciences	and	
Humanities	are	frequently	
pitted	against	each	another,	the	
reality	is	that	they	each	work	
best	when	they	work	hand	in	
hand.	It	is	the	only	way	we	can	
understand	the	world	around	
us.	



One	version	
of	the	

Academic	
Disciplines



What	do	we	risk	
when	Humanities	
and	Sciences	
don’t	talk?



Paul	Gauguin,	Contes Barbares (Barbarous	Tales), 1902.



Medical	Students	Studying	Art?



Frida	Kahlo,	Henry	Ford	Hospital,1932



Louise	
Martorano,	
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Executive	
Director,	

RedLine Art



James	Eason-Garcia,	MH



Simone	Spinner,	MH



Ala	Al-Bann,	MArch,	PhD



For wisdom and ethical reasoning, 
we must understand what things 
are good for, and to understand 

what things are good for, we must 
investigate why and how they are 

good---or not.
• Thank	you.


